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Public is entitled to fullest and most complete information regarding the affairs 

of government,  All meetings of all state and local governmental bodies shall be 

publicly held in places reasonably accessible to members of the public and shall 

be open to all citizens at all times unless otherwise expressly provided by law. 

Think of decision-making as more than simply taking the vote.  Decision-

making involves gathering information, dialogue and debate, and voting.  If you 

are engaged in decision-making—in its broadest sense--regarding the affairs of 

government, then you need to comply with the law. 

Every meeting of a governmental body is open and accessible.  Not accessible if 

you don’t know about it. 
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Virtually any body created by the parent body. 
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Phone conferences may constitute a meeting if the numbers and purpose tests are met.  

A sequence of phone calls to “line up votes” or conduct other business constitutes an 

illegal meeting since it is not noticed and open to the public.   

Chance and social gatherings and conferences where the numbers test is met are not 
meetings provided the purpose test is not met (i.e. no board business is discussed). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------ 

A walking quorum, violates the law since the public is not notified of a meeting & 
the meeting is not open. 
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Whenever there is a meeting. 

All meetings must be noticed properly. 
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Committee plans to attend the regularly scheduled meeting of another 

committee.  Economic development committee has interest in the outcome of a 

decision to be made by the planning and zoning committee.  Provide public 

notice—not necessarily an agenda; apprise the public of the time, date, place, 

and subject matter. 
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In general, to the public and the media. 
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In general, to the public and the media. 
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In general, to the public and the media. 
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Allows use of meeting places that provide reasonable access, with assistance, to 

persons with disabilities.  The law and its interpretations predate the Americans 

with Disabilities Act. 

Overflow crowds do not violate the law. 
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Members of the parent body may not be excluded, unless the parent body has its 

own rules to the contrary. 
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Non-elected members 
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Non-elected members 


