E_xccrptcd from

Sourcebook on
Natural Landscaping for| ocal Officials

The goai of this Prcﬂect was to encourage the use of natural ianciscaping tecimiques by municipalities,
townsi'iiP and county governments, Pari< districts, forest preserve districts and other Pubiic bodies throughout
the Midwestern states.

The Sourcebook on Natural Lanciscaping for | ocal Officials* is a manual for local Puijiic officials in the
Miciwcst on the benefits of natural native 1ariciscaping, how to encourage natural ianciscapirig, rcsponci to
qucstions and issues regarciing the use of these new tcci‘miqucs, describe management and maintenance
tccimiqucs, show how natural ianciscaping can be acsthctica”g acccPtabic, and incorporatc natural ianciscapirig

into iocal govcmmcnt Programs.

The program was funded i)y the US F PA and administered by the Northeastern |llinois Flanning
Commission (NIFC). APPIicd ﬁcological Services contributed matcria”g to the content of the book which
was Pubiishcd in the sPring of 1997 and upciatcci in 1998 and 2004. A 5's contributions included: T he
‘i#]ow to’ of Naturai Lariciscaping”, “«("ase 5tuciics”, “Bcnc{its of Natural Landscaping” and APPcndix
materials such as Plant lists, Prcﬂ'cct checklists, cost comparisons, etc.

The intended benefits are an increased use of iandscaping tcci'miqucs which incorporatc native wildflowers
and grasses, an increase in the use of construction Practiccs that minimize adverse imPacts to natural habitat,
and Prcvcntion of Po”ution ti"H‘OUgl"l reduced use of lanciscapc chemicals and reduced runoff. T]"IC tcci‘miqucs
also allow for iritcgratcci pest management, rccgciing of green waste, minimization of stormwater rU]’lOi:]C, reduced
use of fossil-fueled maintenance cquipmcnt, and imProvcci air quaiitg. The overall result is increased divcrsitg in

Piants and wildlife, cost savings, and a healthier, more acsthetica”g Plcasing ian&scape.

Cost ComPan'son of Non-Native vs. Native Specics for LanciscaPing
FPer Acre

Procedures & Material Sodded T urf Seeded T urf Prairie

Herbicide ' *140.00 *140.00 *140.00
]rrigation (optional)l %1,680.00 *1,680.00

TOP Soii (oPtionaD3 *4.480.00 *4.480.00

Tilling 392 .00 *392.00 %392 .00
Sod & |nstallation *5.964.00

Seed & |nstallation *1,064.00 *1,232.00
Wild Flower Flanting+ *1,680.00
irst Year Mowing *784.00 *672.00 *196.00
T otal |nstallation Per Acre, low ... $7:280-OO $Z;268-OO * ,960.00
..to high *1%,440.00 *8,428.00 3 640.00
Subscqucnt Annual *1,120.00 *1,120.00 *168.00

Maintenance FPer Acre’

i) r’icrbicidc aPPIication to eradicate undesirable vegetation such as quac\( grass or thistle.

Z) Iri‘igation cost Figures assume an unciergrounci automatic system.

3) Top soil is Figurcci at aPProximateiy 3" cicptiw hauled in from off-site.

4) Wild flower Pianting is op‘rionai on low Proi;i|c site. T!ﬂe i:igurc is based on 1,000 sccc‘”ings installed peracre Piantcci.

5) Annual maintenance for turf grass includes 12 mowings Per/year P|us fertilizer and watering. Annua| maintenance for Prairie/wetianci grasses includes
annual burns, occasional spot spraying or mowing.

* Avai|ab|e from the Nortiieastern ]”inois Fianning Commission
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