
 
 

 

Prohibit Student Use of AI 
 

When deciding how to approach GAI use in your courses, it is important to consider both the relevance of 

your Course Learning Outcomes given the ability of GAI to automate many human activities, and how 

use of GAI will affect student acquisition of the knowledge, skills, and dispositions relevant in your field. 

Prohibition of GAI use is one tact that you may choose. This may be a fool’s errand, since students are 

already using GAI in their work. If you don’t feel that altering learning outcomes is appropriate, and if 

students cannot achieve the desired learning outcomes when using GAI, a policy of GAI prohibition is 

most aligned with your goals. 

 

First Steps: 
 

1. Integrate academic integrity education into your course. Establish a course-wide framework 

for integrating academic integrity instruction. This is vital to obtaining student valuation for 

following the rules that you establish in your course for GAI use. Consult CITL resources for 

integrating academic integrity in your teaching. 

 

2. Test assignments. Test your assignments, including prompts and quiz or test questions, to see 

how various GAI tools perform on them. In addition to ChatGTP and Microsoft Copilot, different 

tools may be more relevant in different disciplines and for different tasks. Mahsima Dastan 

maintains a comprehensive public list of GAI tools on GitHub that may be helpful in assessing 

what students may have access to. You may also wish to access TurnItIn.com’s AI Misuse 

Checklist, which may help to frame your thinking as you review your assignments. 

 

3. Adjust assignments. Modify your assignments to make it more challenging for GAI tools to 

complete the work on behalf of students. As GAI tools continue to improve in rhetorical 

accuracy, creativity, fluency of output language, and both the reliability and validity of their 

responses, creating assignments that fully prohibit student use of them will become exceedingly 

difficult. In these early years of the tools, there are design choices that can make it more 

challenging for students to use an AI for their coursework. More importantly, these choices can 

incentivize students to see the value of doing their own work. Although these approaches can be 

effective, they may pose accessibility challenges. Not all students have the same resources or 

abilities, and some tasks may not be feasible for all students. Therefore, it’s crucial to offer 

flexibility and choices in assignments whenever possible, and to consider providing alternatives 

that achieve the same learning outcomes.  
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