
Workshop for GEP Alignment of Learning 
Outcomes 

10/29/2021 via Zoom
By the time we are done with this workshop, you will be 
able to:

✓ Define alignment 

✓ List the Bloom’s taxonomy’s levels of cognitive tasks

✓ Explain how the Bloom’s taxonomy and the GEP LOs are connected

✓ Discuss examples of how the GEP LOs are used in discipline-specific 
courses 

The workshop is facilitated by 

Nancy Shefferly (Instructional Designer, CITL) 

Samantha Kaplan (General Education Committee Chair) & 

Vera Klekovkina (Assessment Coordinator) 



Workshop Flow 

Define alignment

Explain the Bloom’s taxonomy’s levels of 
cognitive tasks & Nancy nested LOs PPP 

Show how the Bloom’s taxonomy is 
related to the GEP LOs

Discuss examples 

Questions & Suggestions 
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Let’s define alignment

❑COURSE LEVEL ALIGNMENT
❑Alignment is achieved when all the critical components of a

course support student achievement of learning outcomes.
It’s one of the key elements in instructional design.

❑PROGRAM LEVEL ALIGNMENT
❑The program alignment means that instructor’s learning

outcomes in a particular course algin well not only with the
content and the skills they are aiming to develop for their
students, but also align with the major or program learning
outcomes and if the course belongs to the General
Education Program, some of the course learning outcomes
directly align with the GEP Category Learning Outcomes.



Bloom’s Taxonomy and Learning Outcomes

Recognition/Remembering  ComprehensionApplying Evaluating/ Analyzing Creating

Image source: https://kpu.pressbooks.pub/learningtolearnonline/blooms-graphic/

https://kpu.pressbooks.pub/learningtolearnonline/blooms-graphic/


Understanding Alignment of 
Learning Outcomes

Steps to follow:

• Recognize cognitive complexity of learning outcomes 
in Bloom’s taxonomy.

• Explain the complexity of learning outcomes as a 
nested hierarchy.

• Identify alignment of GEP LOs and course LOs.



Attributes of well-constructed LOs:
•Succinct.
•Deal with knowledge, skills, or dispositions

that students should possess at the end of the 
course.
•Clearly indicate what you expect students to do 

by using action words (See Bloom’s taxonomy).
•Assessable. 
•Measurable
• Involve only one action word (no double-barreled 

LOs)

What makes an LO “Good?”



Modified from: Armstrong, P. (2010). Bloom’s Taxonomy. Vanderbilt University Center for Teaching. Retrieved from 
https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/blooms-taxonomy/.

Bloom’s 
Taxonomy

Ability to recall information

Ability to explain ideas and concepts

Ability to use facts and understanding in new 
contexts.

Ability to break complex information into parts.

Ability to make judgements based 
on standards or criteria.

Combining elements into new structures and 
patterns; generating new concepts/ideas

For
action words, 

google
“Bloom’s 

Taxonomy.”

•Originally developed to categorize 
educational goals based on complexity 
(Bloom et al., 1956)

•Revised to emphasize dynamism and to 
include action verbs to describe 
cognitive processes associated with level. 
(Anderson, et al, 2001)



Create

Analyze

Apply

Understand

Remember

Evaluate• More of a nested-hierarchy.
• Rather than levels, in this 

depiction complexity is 
represented by size.

• Simple educational goals nest 
within more complex goals.

• Because of this, students must 
master “lower levels” in order 
to achieve “higher levels.”

• But there is added complexity, 
because of interaction 
between different types of 
knowledge.

Bloom's Taxonomy



Create

Analyze

Apply

Understand

Remember

Evaluate

Nested Hierarchies of Learning Outcomes 

It might be that higher level learning outcomes encompass numerous low-level 
learning tasks. For instance, to analyze something effectively, students will need to 

remember and understand multiple concepts. 



For a Course learning outcome to align with a GEP LO:
• Look for action words at the same level of Bloom’s taxonomy, or at a more 

complex level.

• Look for one or more of the “objects” to be reflected in a discipline-specific 
context.

For an assessment to align with an LO
• Look for the ability to measure the indicated action word. 

• Knowledge can be checked with multiple choice or True/False questions

• All other levels typically require verbal explanation for accurate assessment.

• Creation and some applications require production of an artifact.

Recognizing Good Program Level Alignment
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Spirit of the GEP LOs
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Spirit of the 
GEP LOs

Demonstration of 

higher level LO often 

relies on having 

mastered the lower 

level LO, so look for 

alignment with 

learning outcomes at 

application/ analysis 

levels.



Example One – More Clarity is Needed



Example TWO – Concise & Detailed 



Example THREE – Course LOs & GEP LOs



Example FOUR – Scaffolded Learning



Questions? 
Suggestions?


