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Director’s Note

When I first met with the production team for Be Aggressive, I tried 
to pin down what I think this play is really about.  I made it clear that 
it is not about cheerleading—I wanted to make sure we never called 
it a play about cheerleading.  I think this play is about unexpected 
change.  The characters avoid facing the irrevocable changes in their 
lives rather than meeting the challenges that change presents.  They 
are unable, unwilling, or unready to move forward.  With that in 
mind, I presented my ideas to the team.

Sand.  It was one of my first impulses as I began working with the 
play—I knew I wanted there to be a sense of sand.  Sand is the result 
of change, of time eroding the ground upon which we stand.  It can 
shift suddenly and change without warning.  Sand is also an 
indicator of time; in an hourglass, it drops with every second.  Each 
grain shows the irreversible passage of time.

Triangles.  I kept thinking about triangles for some reason.  Cheer-
leaders often form pyramids and triangles—a megaphone is a 
triangle and cheer skirts have triangular sections.  An hourglass is a 
pair of triangles joined together at the center.  There are also many 
triangular relationships in the play—Laura, her father, and her sister 
in particular.

Cheer.  While the play is not about cheerleading, cheer is an 
important part of the play.  Everyone in the play would like to have 
someone or something to cheer for (or against).  They also crave 
someone to be cheered by.  The idea of “cheer” also challenged 
me—does it last?  When someone tells you to cheer up, it is a 
command, to which we so frequently comply.  Is it from 
complacency or true happiness?

Throughout the play, the characters repeat the cheerleading standard 
question of “Ready?”  There is only one response—“OK.”  I think 
the question of being ready is central to the play as well.  Is there a 
way to be ready to face what the world throws our way?  A grain of 
sand in an oyster causes irritation that yields a precious pearl.  Do 
the changes we face, although often sudden and sometimes 
devastating, make us able to create something beautiful and smooth 
as we cope with them?  I think so and I think that by the end of the 
play, the characters might be ready to try.  Okay.

-Jennifer Stoessner, Director
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by
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Mark Cuddy, Artistic Director
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Be Aggressive

Cast  
Laura..............................................................................Haley Moser

Leslie.............................................................................Kelsey Yudice

Hannah............................................................................Nina Barresi
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Cop....................................................................................Scott Laban

Cheerleader 1..............................................................Rachel Flahive
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Abbott, Marisa (Lighting Designer) Senior BFA Design Technology
	 major from Oconomowoc, WI. Recipient of the Neale 		
	 Alumni Honors Freshman Scholarship and the Anne Gilfry 	
	 Schierl Fine Arts Award in Design Technology.

Barresi, Nina (Hannah) Freshman BFA Musical Theatre major from 	
	 Wakefield, MA.

Everett, Sasha (Assistant Stage Manager) Senior BA Comm-
	 PR Emphasis and Arts Management major from Merrill, WI.

Flahive, Rachel (Cheerleader 1) Senior BFA Acting major from 		
	 Kenosha, WI.  Recipient of the Anne Gilfrey Schierl Fine 	
	 Arts Award in Acting.

Graunke, Chelsey (Judy) Junior BFA Acting major from 
	 Bloominginton, MN.  Recipient of the Anne Gilfrey Schierl 	
	 Fine Arts Award in Acting.

Hilpert, Patricia (Costume Designer) Sophomore BFA Design 
	 Technology major from Columbus, WI.  

Hook, Talvick  (Scenic Artist) Junior BFA Design Technology major 	
	 from Mount Horeb, WI.  

Kurzynski, Anna (Cheer Choreographer) Sophomore BA Dance 	
	 and Communication-PR Empahsis major from 
	 Rice Lake, WI.

Laban, Scott (Cop) Freshman BFA Acting major from Lansing, MI.

Meyer, Taylor, (Cheerleader 3) Sophomore BFA Acting major from 
	 Farmington, MN.  

Milkent, Courtney (Stage Manager) Senior BA Drama, History, 	
	 Broadfield Social Science major from Waukesha, WI.  
	 Recipient of the Sentry Scholarship, Theatre Arts Scholarship 	
	 in Drama and the Anne Gilfrey Schierl Fine Arts Award in 	
	 Drama.
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Moser, Haley (Laura) Junior BFA Acting major from East 
	 Bethel, MN.

Nosrati-Schultz, Alexandria (Cheer Choreographer)  Senior 		
	 BA Arts Managment major, Dance and Business minor from 	
	 Beaver Dam, WI.  Recipient of the Theatre in London 
	 Scholarship.

Ohlinger, Jordan (Properties Assistant) Freshman BFA Design 		
	 Technology major from Fond du Lac, WI. Recipient of the 	
	 Theatre Arts Scholarship in Design Technology.
 
Olsen, Zach (Assistant Lighting Designer) Freshman BFA Design
	 Technology major from Stevens Point, WI.

Palmer, Emily (Cheerleader 2) Junior BA Drama major from 
	 Wisconsin Dells, WI. Recipient of the Theatre Arts 
	 Scholarship in Drama.

Prosser, Kaitlyn (Properties Master) Senior BA Drama and 	
	 Communications - Media Studies major from Jefferson, WI.

Roberts, Joel (Phil) Sophomore BFA Musical Theatre major from
	 Madison, WI.  

Rosing, Ethan (Scenic Designer) Senior BFA Design Technology 	
	 major from Plover, WI.

Theune, Elizabeth (Assistant Stage Manager) Freshman 
	 BFA Design Technology major from Sheboygan Falls, WI.  

Winfield, Amie (Assistant Lighting Designer) Freshman BFA Design
	 Technology major from Bristol, WI.

Yudice, Kelsey (Leslie) Senior BFA Acting major and Sociology 	
	 minor from Madison, WI.  
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BACKSTAGE
The Department of Theatre & Dance welcomes support for our 
educational and artistic activities through a variety of programs, 

including existing scholarships and endowments, special projects 
support, bequests and planned gifts. For more information about 
contributing to the Department of Theatre & Dance, please refer 

to the enclosed Backstage envelope, or contact Maggie Marquardt
at 715-346-3056.

Angel ($1,000+)

Berkshire Hathaway Specialty 
Concierge LLC

Judy & Carl Carlson

Susan Gingrasso & Douglas Hender-
son

Jack Hurrish & Joan Karlen

Nancy O’Keefe

Anne Gilfrey Schierl MD

Sentry Insurance Foundation, Inc.

Manager ($250-$499)

Lu Ann & Gurdon Hamilton

Kathleen & Jan Hermann

Dawn & Francis Holly

Fay & Jerry Marchant

Marie & Christopher Richards

Julia & Lawrence Weiser

Scott West

Artistic Director ($500-$999)

Marie & Thomas Firkus

Marilyn Kapter & John Bernd

Staley & Mike Krause

Debra & Alan Marten

Cindy Schultz-Worth & David Worth

A special thank you to our 2014-2015 Backstage supporters!
Donations received 1/1/14 - 1/20/15
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Theatre, Inc.

Stage Manager (up to $99)

Amy & Shane Beversdorf

Phyllis & James Custer

Carrie Hancock

Elizabeth Kammer

Sonja & George Kung

Elmae & Francis Passineau

Beverly & Duane Pede

Michael Scott

Leigh Ann & Edward Smith

Sharon & Kenneth Williams

Jeffrey Zabel




