





PLEASE KEEP ALL CELL PHONES AND PAGERS TURNED
OFF WHEN IN THE THEATRE. THANK YOU.

Please Note

*Food and drink must not be brought into the theatre
*The use of cameras or recording devices is strictly prohibited
*Smoking is not permitted in the Noel Fine Arts Center
*In the case of an emergency, ushers will assist audience
members at each exit

Theatre & Dance Department productions are
partially funded by the Student Government Association

The UWSP Department of Theatre & Dance is fully accredited by the
National Association of Schools of Theatre and the
National Association of Schools of Dance.
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Director’s Note

When I first met with the production team for Be Aggressive, I tried
to pin down what [ think this play is really about. I made it clear that
it is not about cheerleading—I wanted to make sure we never called
it a play about cheerleading. I think this play is about unexpected
change. The characters avoid facing the irrevocable changes in their
lives rather than meeting the challenges that change presents. They
are unable, unwilling, or unready to move forward. With that in
mind, [ presented my ideas to the team.

Sand. It was one of my first impulses as I began working with the
play—I knew I wanted there to be a sense of sand. Sand is the result
of change, of time eroding the ground upon which we stand. It can
shift suddenly and change without warning. Sand is also an
indicator of time; in an hourglass, it drops with every second. Each
grain shows the irreversible passage of time.

Triangles. I kept thinking about triangles for some reason. Cheer-
leaders often form pyramids and triangles—a megaphone is a
triangle and cheer skirts have triangular sections. An hourglass is a
pair of triangles joined together at the center. There are also many
triangular relationships in the play—Laura, her father, and her sister
in particular.

Cheer. While the play is not about cheerleading, cheer is an
important part of the play. Everyone in the play would like to have
someone or something to cheer for (or against). They also crave
someone to be cheered by. The idea of “cheer” also challenged
me—does it last? When someone tells you to cheer up, it is a
command, to which we so frequently comply. Is it from
complacency or true happiness?

Throughout the play, the characters repeat the cheerleading standard
question of “Ready?” There is only one response—“OK.” I think
the question of being ready is central to the play as well. Is there a
way to be ready to face what the world throws our way? A grain of
sand in an oyster causes irritation that yields a precious pearl. Do
the changes we face, although often sudden and sometimes
devastating, make us able to create something beautiful and smooth
as we cope with them? I think so and I think that by the end of the
play, the characters might be ready to try. Okay.

-Jennifer Stoessner, Director
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BACKSTAGE
The Department of Theatre & Dance welcomes support for our
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support, bequests and planned gifts. For more information about
contributing to the Department of Theatre & Dance, please refer
to the enclosed Backstage envelope, or contact Maggie Marquardt
at 715-346-3056.
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